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PSYCHOLOGY 

 

 

Welcome to psychology.  If you are curious to understand human behaviour then you 

have come to the right place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To give you an idea of the topics covered in Edexcel A-level psychology the 

specification is a good starting point. 

 

Take a look….. 

 
 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-alevels/ 
psychology-2015.html 
 
 
Hopefully there are topics in the specification that spark your curiosity.  You can also view 
past examination papers so you can get an idea of the layout of the three papers and the 
challenges that are ahead. 
 
The following links will enable you to explore topic areas ahead of starting the course in 
September.  The aim is to get you thinking about areas we will cover such as Prejudice, 
Obedience, Memory, Aggression, Schizophrenia, Psychology as a science and 
Nature/Nurture debate. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5228142%2Fbrain-nerve-cells-age%2F&psig=AOvVaw1rZ5eTRz5OkwbAKAKrkL7P&ust=1594142377700000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjxrqSRueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH


 
PREJUDICE 
 

 
 

Watch this video on prejudice.  The film is from 1968.  Are the same issues apparent today? 
If you were a child in this class what do you think you would have done?   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mcCLm_LwpE  
 
 
 
OBEDIENCE 
 

 
 
Watch this video on obedience.  This study is from 1963.  Do you think you would deliver a 
450 volt electric shock to a stranger because they got a ‘word pair’ wrong? 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdrKCilEhC0  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpsychology.iresearchnet.com%2Fsocial-psychology%2Fprejudice%2F&psig=AOvVaw0LueXMeMCqTbOp8rSaOu7I&ust=1594140133607000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiao_aIueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mcCLm_LwpE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2FAn-Analysis-of-Stanley-Milgrams-Obedience-to-Authority-An-Experimental%2FGridley-Jenkins%2Fp%2Fbook%2F9781912127245&psig=AOvVaw3QlfgNzYa60vnhqzfFBHav&ust=1594140442403000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjvzImKueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdrKCilEhC0


MEMORY 
 

 
 
Think of an experience that you shared with someone else.  Write down, in detail, your 
version of what happened from start to finish in respect of that experience.  Get the other 
person to do the same.  Then compare what you have written – are the recollections 
absolutely identical?  If not , why not? What does this tell us about human memory? What 
does it tell us about eye-witness testimony? 
 
Watch an episode of 24 hours in Police Custody.  See how skilled and careful the Police 
Officers are when conducting interviews with witnesses and suspects.  The techniques used 
by the Police today are grounded in psychological research, a good way of seeing how 
academic work can be applied in the real world. 
 
 
 
 
AGGRESSION 

 
 
Do you think people are born aggressive or they become aggressive due to environmental 
factors and life experiences?  Explore the work of Adrian Raine.  You can look on Youtube, 
there are short videos and longer ones (over an hour so get your popcorn at the ready for 
that one)  Do you agree with Raine’s findings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theylj.co.uk%2Feye-witness-testimony-how-reliable-is-it%2F&psig=AOvVaw2DeRClhY05nnCybptFhSk5&ust=1594140636936000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjko-aKueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbreathwork-science.org%2F2018%2F10%2F03%2Ftargeting-a-brain-mechanism-could-treat-aggression%2F&psig=AOvVaw0b7bHaVb99U2XT7zHnOOrI&ust=1594140790065000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiDqa-LueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


SCHIZOPHRENIA 

 
 
Watch the find ‘A beautiful Mind’ to give you an insight into the condition, or a BBC 
documentary on John Nash (both available via Youtube) 
 
 
 
 
There are many debates in psychology.  Two that we explore are: 
 
IS PSYCHOLOGY A SCIENCE? and IS HUMAN BEHAVIOUR DUE TO NATURE OR NURTURE  
 

                        
 
Take a look at the debates on the internet.  Aim to create a poster/mindmap for each – what 
evidence can you find for each side of these two debates? 
 
 
 
We very much look forward to meeting you in September. 
The Psychology Department 
 
 
 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FA_Beautiful_Mind_(film)&psig=AOvVaw26uCi38sGE_h5-GY3rPYu6&ust=1594140883835000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDIkNyLueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DZohkzd0MYiI&psig=AOvVaw2nPIVxlp6pKqYTWziw_rOb&ust=1594141080226000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKjHxLmMueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tes.com%2Fteaching-resource%2Fnature-vs-nurture-debate-11992047&psig=AOvVaw1_o92_pMoC8Y4-ZxPh-K-P&ust=1594141301417000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPimkKONueoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

